Is there a reversal of pulmonary arteriovenous malformation after redirection of anomalous hepatic venous flow to the lungs?
A best evidence topic in cardiac surgery was written according to a structured protocol. The question addressed was whether pulmonary arteriovenous malformation resolves after redirection of the anomalous hepatic venous flow to the lungs. Altogether 714 papers were found using the reported search, of which only 13 papers presented the best evidence to answer the clinical question. The author, journal, date and country of publication, patient group studied, study type and relevant outcomes of these papers are tabulated. We conclude that the exclusion of hepatic venous blood from the lungs can predispose the patient to intrapulmonary shunt, which can be reversed surgically by diverting the hepatic venous drainage to the right atrium.